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George will be in Seattle from June 10th to 13th for the Association of Federal Communications Consulting Engineers annual convention. 

*   *   *   *   *

FM AUCTION

We should know soon the final rules for the FM auction, including the amounts of the up-front payments, the minimum opening bid, and the dates for filings. That Report & Order, we understand from the Staff, will come out some time next week. Do not, however, be lulled into thinking that we have plenty of time between now and the auction, scheduled for November 3rd. There are a lot of strategies to be considered, engineering work to be done, and in some cases on-site work to be done. In all auctions, some people get tremendous benefits, and rarely are those benefits obtained without a lot of homework. In other words, while it’s possible to get lucky in the auctions, the people who do get lucky usually put in the time and effort to bid properly. 

We will follow this with detailed instructions on the auction. If you want to be put on our separate mailing list for the auction, please e-mail us. Many people have already contacted us and are on the list.

*   *   *   *   *

AM APPLICATIONS

During the last new and major change window, the Commission received 1300 AM applications. Of those 1300, 200 have been declared ineligible for grant, and the applications were dismissed. Reconsiderations were filed on some of those applications in mid-April. The Commission anticipates that it is going to take another two or three months to work through the petitions for reconsideration. Once that’s complete, and the database is re-run, the Commission will come out with a public notice indicating which of the 1300 applications are not in conflict with any other application, and can continue to be processed. Although it’s not yet been decided, we anticipate that the singleton applications will be processed first by the Staff, and then they will turn to the mutually exclusive applications. 

*   *   *   *   *

NON-COMMERCIAL FM APPLICATIONS

The pending non-commercial FM applications are in two categories. The first category will be full-service stations, and there are about 200 non-cut-off, non-commercial applications on file. In addition, there are hundreds of cut-off applications in roughly 215 MX groups that need to be worked through. 

The second category of non-commercial applications pending is the low power FMs, and there are still hundreds of those applications that have not been processed. 

One of the difficulties that the staff has in processing the non-commercial applications is that they do not have delegated authority to make the decision when there are conflicting applications. Unlike commercial stations, which simply go to auction, the Commission  has adopted a point system which it applies to choose among conflicting applications. While the staff can make a recommendation, the Commission has to sign off on each and every one of the proposals. 

*   *   *   *   *

INDECENCY

The furor over  indecency in the media has partially died down, although the Commission’s ill-considered policy changes remain. The question that is raised, though, is what effect a previous determination of an indecency violation has on a license renewal application. While the Commission has yet to make a policy determination, Clear Channel, which has been the subject of a number of indecency violations, will have its licenses renewed. So will every other station with an indecency violation.

*  *   *   *   *

EEO

The Chairman of the Commission has said in a letter that the Commission will initiate EEO audits by the end of May, 2004. As we have pointed out, both in our subject memoranda and our monthly memoranda, while there is no ongoing requirement to file a yearly EEO report, the Commission indicated that it would audit stations. Five percent of all television and radio stations, which translates to 70 TV stations and 550 radio stations, will be audited, and the stations will be required, at a minimum, to submit their yearly public inspection file reports. Whether the station is audited or not, now is a good time to review your EEO procedures, and make sure that not only is the paperwork correct, but that your employees are properly instructed on your EEO policies as well. In addition to the stations that will be audited, a number of stations which have said that they are exempt from the EEO requirements because they have less than 5 full-time employees will also be audited to test those claims. 

Our website has an extensive and downloadable memo on the ______ 2003 requirements. 

*   *   *   *   *

